Lawn Bowls Etiquette: A Guide for Bowlers

Etiquette simply means displaying good sportsmanship based on the traditions of the game.

Knowledge and adherence of etiquette makes a huge difference on the green — it keeps
games flowing smoothly, avoids tension, and preserves the respectful culture bowls is
known for. Below is a clear, practical list you can use. Always remember, you are
representing yourself and Sutherland Bowling Club.

1. Before the Game

¢ Know the Conditions of Play for the event.

e Be conversant with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls.

e Be aware of the Club’s Code of Conduct.

¢ Wear approved bowls shoes and the Sutherland Bowling Club uniform for
competitions and designated club days. See the Club Dress Code for non-competition
days.

e Be on time for any game (social, club competition or higher event). Punctuality for all
games is a courtesy to the other players.

o Switch off or switch to silent your mobile phone or other electronic devices before
commencing a game.

o Designated bowlers are urged to have chalk, etc. and a measuring tape so that bowls
that touch the jack can be immediately marked and, if necessary, at the finish of an
end, measuring can be undertaken without delay.

¢ Greet opponents and teammates with a friendly handshake.

2. On the Mat

¢ Hand your opponent the mat and jack at the start of play, if they have won the toss.
o Stand still and quiet when a player is on the mat preparing to deliver.

e Whenit's your team’s turn to bowl it’s your mat and head, your opponents should be
away from both, if they are not, ask them nicely to move.
¢ Wait to see if your skip wants to indicate which shot you should play.

¢ Do not obscure the centre line, the boundary marker or distract the bowler on the
mat.

o After bowling each bowl, step off the mat to the right. As you approach the mat to
bowl, do so from the rear left. Though not essential, this is a useful habit of
convenience to avoid collisions!
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3. During Play

Respect for the Green

Never drop bowls onto the green.
Avoid scuffing or dragging your feet. If you have a bowling arm, ensure it does not
mark the green.

Walk up the centre of the rink when changing ends as this does not interfere with
the green for most biased bowls. The movement also offers less distraction for
players on adjacent rinks.

Do not drink alcohol on the green.

When ‘rolling up’ (practicing), before you get your bowls out, check the Board for the

green you are using to comply with any instructions.

During the Game

Stay behind the mat or behind the head when not playing.

Show respect for your opponents and teammates by not disturbing them while they
are on the mat and by standing still at the head end when someone is about to bowl.
Avoid disturbing players on other rinks by not walking onto their rink or making
excessive noise.

All players should assist in kicking back the bowls at the completion of an end.
Bowlers should be watching the game as it progresses so they understand the
position of the game when they step onto the mat.

Bowlers should be ready to bowl immediately after the opposition’s bow! has come
to rest, not sitting on the bench or standing on the bank.

Players at the head end should be ready to stop deflected bowls from crossing into
the adjacent rink and interfering with neighbouring games; likewise, be alert to
prevent bowls from adjacent rinks from messing up your own head.

Placing the Skip’s bowl on the mat is a courtesy and helps to move the game along.
After the first 2 or 3 bowlers have played, they should move promptly to the opposite
end, not stopping to study the head thus allowing the Skips to bowl! as soon as they
reach the mat.

When measuring for a shot count, only the designated measurers (i.e. Thirds in a
Fours Game) should be in the head.

Do not pick up the jack or remove bowls until the end is declared

Respect for Opponents

It is considered poor sportsmanship to cheer opposition bowls going into the ditch,
out of bounds or knocking one of your bowls towards the jack.

Always show good sportsmanship by acknowledging a display of good skill by
another bowler.
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e Avoid delaying play by leaving the rink without the knowledge of the other players.
e Don’t smoke or vape on or near the green. Only smoke/vape in the designated areas.

Respect for Teammates

e Keep communication positive and constructive.
¢ Avoid blaming or negative gestures.
¢ Do not criticise the performance of colleagues. No one plays a bad bowl on purpose.

4. At the Head

e Only the skip or delegated player should call shots.
e Keep clear of the head until bowls have come to rest.
e Do not kick bowls away until the head is agreed and measured.

5. Measuring & Scoring

e Only skips (or thirds) should call the umpire.

o If the Umpire is called to measure, all bowlers should retreat from the head and not
disturb him/her.

e Accept close calls with good grace.

e Agree and record scores accurately and promptly.

6. Behaviour & Sportsmanship

e Play with courtesy, calmness, and self-control.

¢ Do not drink excessive amounts of alcohol or use foul or offensive language or
gestures.

o Show respect for all Markers and Umpires as they are giving up their time so you can
enjoy the game. Remember to thank them at the completion of the game.

¢ When another bowler has marked your Singles game, it is customary for both players
to buy a drink for the Marker when the game has completed.

¢ Maintain concentration — etiquette breaches can affect enjoyment and

performance.

7. After the Game

e Atthe completion of a game the graceful loser should congratulate the modest
winner with a handshake and share a drink with them in the clubhouse.
e Shake hands and thank opponents, teammates, and officials.
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e Assist with returning glasses, rubbish, collecting mats, returning jacks, resetting
scoreboards and securing shades.

e Keep noise down near greens still competing.

e If a bowler on another rink is about to deliver a bowl, stay still and don’t walk past
that rink until delivery is completed.

e Return scorecards to the selectors in the Bowls Office at the completion of the game.

e If yours is the last rink to finish, ensure the <at Box is locked.

e Maintain sportsman like behaviour in the clubhouse.

e Respect club staff and volunteers.

o Be aware of dress expectations inside the club.

8. Spectator Etiquette

e Remain quiet during deliveries.

e Spectators should not offer advice to players.

o Stay clear of players’ sightlines and outside the competition rink area.
e Applaud good bowls from both sides.
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