Conditions of Play

Sutherland Men’s Bowling Club
July 2026
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Introduction

All games will be played in line with the Laws of the Sport of Bowls.

The Conditions of Play for Bowls NSW Events will be as decreed by Bowls NSW in their
current Conditions of Play. These conditions apply to the State as a whole but may be varied
on written application through the Club Secretary to the Region and the State Match
Committee. Such applications must be made (1) month prior to the commencement of any
Association event and approvals are not to be unreasonably withheld.

Inevitably situations may occur which are not specifically covered by these
Conditions of Play. It is expected that in such circumstances any decision taken will
reflect the spirit of these Conditions and embody the ideals of fair play and good
sportsmanship, supported by good common sense. In such cases, the decision of the
Controlling Body will prevail.

For non Bowls NSW Events, any reasonable request for variation may be made to the Match
Committee in writing at least (10) ten days prior to the commencement of the event and will
be considered in line with the preceding paragraph.

Unless otherwise stated in this document, current Bowls NSW Conditions of Play will
generally apply to all Sutherland Men’s Bowling Club (SMBC) Events. In any dispute
the decision of the Controlling Body is final.

Conditions of Play

1. Bowls NSW Events (State, Reserve, Veteran, Rookie Championships efc.)
¢ All Conditions of Play are as specified in the Bowls NSW Conditions of Play for
the current year.

2. Pennant Play
e All Conditions of Play are as specified in the Bowls NSW Conditions of Play for
the current year.

3. Club Challenge
e Conditions of Play are as the current Bowls NSW Club Challenge Conditions of
Play. Only post sectional rounds of the Club Challenge qualify for an exemption
from playing scheduled rounds of Club Championships. Where Club Challenge
sectional rounds clash with rounds of a Club Championship, no dispensation is
given from the Club Championship to play Club Challenge.

4. Bowls NSW Club Championship Events
(Major Singles Championship, Pairs Championship, Triples Championship, Fours
Championship).
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o Eligibility to Enter: Must be current Bowling Members of Sutherland Men’s

Bowling Club and Bowls NSW.

e Conditions of Play: All conditions of Play for these Bowls NSW Championship

Events will be as specified in the Bowls NSW Conditions of Play for the current
year.

5. Other Non-Handicap Club Championships.

(Novice Singles, Minor Singles, Veteran Singles, Mixed Pairs, Mixed Triples, Mixed
Fours Championships).

Eligibility to Enter: Must be current Bowling Members of SMBC and Bowls NSW.
(or SWBC for ladies in mixed events).

Replacements/Substitutes: Must be current Bowling Members of SMBC/SWBC
and Bowls NSW. Multiple Club Members must have nominated SBC as their
Declared Club. No replacements or Substitutes are permitted for Singles Events.
Multiple Club members who have not nominated Sutherland as their declared club
cannot play in Bowls NSW events. A Substitute is not permitted to play as Skip and
only one Replacement or Substitute may be used by any Pairs team. If a substitute
is used in a pairs game that already has a replacement player the Substitute must
replace the Replacement player. A Triples or Fours team may have one substitute
and one replacement player. If an intended player, team or side withdraws without
becoming constituted, the intended players are regarded as not having entered the
competition and are eligible to act as replacement players or substitutes in that
competition. NB. An intended player may not withdraw from an intended team
unless the whole team withdraws from the competition.

Controlling Body: The decision of the Controlling Body is final in any dispute.

6. Other Criteria for Specific Events:

Singles

e Format
First to 25 shots
Bowls 4
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

¢ Novice Singles: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC who did not register as a
Bowling Member of SMBC or any other Bowling Club prior to 36 months before
31st March of the current year. Entrants must not have previously won the
Novice, Minor or Major Singles Championship.

e Minor Singles: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC who have not previously
won the Minor or Major Singles Championship. Previous Minor Singles
Champions will be allowed to enter the Championship, provided that at least five
(5) years have elapsed since they won a Minor Singles Championship.

¢ Major Singles: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC.

e Veteran Singles: Open to bowlers who reached 75 years on or before 315 March
of that year. The Veteran Singles is a handicap event, using the current
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Handicaps as determined annually by the Selection Committee for use in the
Handicap Fours. As in that event, the difference in Handicap would become a

“Shots Start” on the Scorecard/Scoreboard.

Pairs: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC (For Reg Andries Pairs see below)

Triples: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC

Fours: Open to Bowling Members of SMBC

Format

Ends 21
Bowls 4i.e.2x2
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Mixed Pairs: Team must comprise one (1) male and one (1) female bowler.

Format

Ends 25
Bowls 3
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Format

Ends 25
Bowls 2
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Mixed Triples: Team may comprise one (1) male and two (2) female bowlers or

two (2) male and one (1) female bowlers.

Format

Ends 21
Bowls 2
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Mixed Fours: Team must comprise two male and two female bowlers.
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Fees: Any entry fees to be paid by all. The catering fee to be paid by all including “no

shows”.

Handicap 4’s.

e Format
Ends 21
Bowls 2
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Eligibility: Open to Bowling Members of SBC. Including Multiple Club Members.
The Chairman of Selectors will be responsible for recommending a list of player
handicaps to the Match Committee, rated between 0 and 5 for all Bowling
Members of SMBC. Players can then formulate a team so that the combined
handicaps of all four players equal or exceed the level set by the Match
Committee for the event.

Replacements: Must be Members of SMBC who are eligible to enter the event.
The handicap (as graded by the Selectors) must still bring the combined total
team grading equal to or above the set limit. The team handicap for competition
will include the handicap of the Replacement Player. Only one Replacement
Player may be used by any team.

Substitutes: Must be a Bowling Member of SMBC eligible to enter the event The
team handicap for competition will include the handicap of the Substitute Player.
Only one Substitute player will be allowed in a team at any time during a match.
See Current Bowls NSW Conditions of Play for detailed description of eligibility of
Substitute and Replacement players.

NB. If a Replacement or Substitute player has not been graded by the Selectors
PRIOR TO their application to play, they will receive the grading of 0.

Reg Andries Pairs

Format
Ends 25
Bowls 3
Trial Ends/Roll Ups 2

Eligibility: All Bowling members of SMBC who have nominated Sutherland as
their Declared Club. Multiple Club Members may enter. Names of all entrants will
be submitted to Selectors who will classify all entrants as either “Lead” or “Skip”.
The Bowls Secretary will then conduct a “blind draw” to select pairings from these
two groups and a “blind draw” to select opponents.

Replacements: Any Replacement must be a member of SMBC eligible to enter
this event. In addition, their grading (as established by the Chairman of Selectors
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for the handicap 4’s) must be no higher than the player they replace. i.e. only a
player graded 3, 4, or 5 may replace a player graded 3.

o Substitutes: Eligibility is as for Replacement Players. In addition, a Substitute
Player must not have previously played in this event in any capacity. Also
Substitute Players may only play in one round of the competition if, in the opinion
of the Controlling Body, the original team member could reasonably be expected
to play. Should the Constituted team member be present and in the opinion of the
Controlling Body be able to play, at the completion of the current end, they must
immediately resume their position in the team.

7. Patron’s Trophy- Competition

This competition is to provide men and women Saturday social bowlers and bowlers
committed to Pennants with meaningful competition during the 10 round Pennant season
and to maintain Saturday attendance of bowlers. Depending on the number of bowlers
playing, selectors will prepare 2 or 3 bowl triples (occasionally with a swinger), pairs, fours or
skins matches. (Bowlers committed to play Pennants may be selected in 2 bowl matches).
Points will be allocated to bowlers filling a vacancy in a Pennant side.

Eligibility to win the Patron’s Trophy will cease for any bowler elevated to any Pennant side
and play 5 or more matches in a Pennant side during the season.

Competition leaders will be selected in “challenging” matches to even out winning
opportunities.

Rained out Patron’s Trophy matches will not be played at a subsequent date. A match will be
deemed to be completed after 18 ends.

Patron’s Trophy Scoring:
e Each round, all bowlers receive 3 points for attending.
e Plus 2 points for a match win or plus 1 point for a draw
e Swingers — plus 2 points or plus 1 for a draw
e Skins — plus 2 points to the winner or plus 1 for draws

¢ Occasional Pennant bowlers, (3 for playing) plus 2 for a rink win or plus 1 for a rink
draw.

e Highest total points determine the winner. If countback is required, it is decided by
greatest number of days attended. If it is still even, then the greatest number of 2
point wins. If it is still even, then a play off in Singles Game format first to 25 shots be
played at a mutually convenient date to decide a winner.

8. Additional General Conditions for Championship Play
¢ Closing date and time for entries shall be placed on the Noticeboard. The Match
Committee reserves the right to accept or reject late entries up the actual date of
making of the draw for any one event. No entry shall be accepted after the draw has
been made.

¢ Championship matches should be played on the scheduled date however any
Championship game may be played, by mutual agreement, at any time prior to the
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subsequent round of the competition. Where teams/players cannot agree on an
alternate date, the match must be played on the scheduled date. If not played, the
team/player requesting the deferment will forfeit the match.

Championship game will be played on the basis of “Play or Forfeit”. Fourteen (14)
days notice after draw has been made shall be given before the first round of all
Championship Matches except where qualifying rounds are necessary when 7 days
notice will be given. Thereafter, seven (7) days’ notice will be given for all
subsequent rounds.

A minimum of four (4) rounds (including the “Final”) is needed to win a Club
Championship.

This does not apply to Association events

The Match Committee reserves the right to alter the Conditions of Play for any event
if the number of entries are less than 9.

The Match Committee reserves the right to alter dates and time of games if
necessary.

When players are unable to play in a Club event due to a requirement to play in a
Bowls NSW event on the same day, they will be required to make themselves
available for the Club event immediately their commitment to the Bowls NSW event
has concluded. Where a team competes in a Bowls NSW match in the morning and is
not required to play or mark in an afternoon round of that competition, they must be
prepared to play in the Club event when it is possible to travel to Sutherland Bowling
Club within a reasonable time frame. The rescheduling of matches will be the
prerogative of the Match Committee after consultation with the players concerned.

Within the originally stated time frame for the event, matches will not be deferred prior
to finals. Players will be expected to play or play a substitute/replacement player. For
finals, the only reasons acceptable for deferment of games will be Hospitalisation OR
Significant lliness on production of a Medical Certificate OR Bereavement in the near
family within seven (7) days prior to the date set down. Holidays and social functions
ARE NOT acceptable reasons for deferment within the announced time frame for the
event.

Should a Finals Match be deferred for any of the legitimate reasons stated above, it
will be played within thirty (30) days unless otherwise authorised by the Match
Committee.

Defeated players in Singles events are required to mark in the following round. When
circumstances arise that there are more defeated players than markers required, the
Bowls Secretary will make appropriate arrangements and his decision will be final. If
a Player nominated to Mark does not either attend, or arrange for a substitute Marker
to attend in his place, the Match Committee may direct the Bowls Secretary not to
accept an entry from that Player for a Singles Event during the remainder of that year
and also for the following year.

Only one Substitute is allowed in any team and no Substitute may play as Skip in any
Championship Event.

Attire: Players and Markers attire for all SMBC events must be as specified in the
Sutherland Men’s Bowling Club “Dress Code and Team Requirements for Bowls” (or
Dress Code of SWBC for ladies in mixed events).
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e For all championship matches at SMBC, the score card must be signed by both
opponents, prior to being submitted to the controlling body. (i.e. for Singles: both
players, - Fours by the seconds, other formats the Skips will sign.

e When 2 players are “sharing a game” with each paying 50% of the applicable green
fee, any “playing prizes” won will also be shared 50:50 between the two players.

9. Club Carnivals
e Unless otherwise specified, will comprise 3 games of 2 bowl triples each game
over 15 ends.

e The winner of the end to retain the mat except on first end.

e No Dead Ends. Re-spot the jack on the 2-metre mark or as close to it as possible.
e Winning Skip to return both cards.

e Roll ups — 1 end per game.

¢ Only one prize per team.

e Prizes will be as announced for each Carnival.

o Criteria for selecting winning teams for all carnivals (including countback criteria in
cases of a tie) will be as announced by the Controlling Body for that Carnival and
will be displayed in written format at that Carnival.

10. Social Play — Wednesday
Eligibility: Bowling Member of SMBC or any other Bowling Club. Matches will be
played as 3 Bowl Triples over 21 ends unless in the opinion of the Selectors or
Controlling Body, another format is necessary due to number of entrants or
availability of rinks. No dead ends, jack to be re-spotted on the 2-metre mark or as
close as possible to it. Team entries or single entries will be accepted for all
Wednesdays. (See SMBC Dress Code for dress requirements for social play). (Shirts
must have a collar and bowling shoes must be worn.)

On the first Wednesday of the month an extra fee will be charged to go into a jackpot
pool for the teams with the winning margin selected by random draw.

All green fees must be paid by 12:15pm on normal bowls days. If the green fee is not
paid then it is the responsibility of the person concerned to contact a member of the
Committee and pay fees during the end of day proceedings.

A minimum of 35 players are required on a playing day before a winning rink prize is
awarded.

11. Social Play — Saturday (Open Gender Day)
Eligibility: Bowling Member of SMBC, SWBC or any other Bowling Club. Skips to
decide whether to play 2 or 3 Bowl Triples. If there is disagreement, 2 bowls to be
played. If 3 bowls, play is over 21 ends, if 2 bowls, play is over 25 ends. The
Selectors or Controlling Body may change the format if they deem it necessary due to
number of players or availability of rinks. No dead ends, jack to be re-spotted on the 2
metre mark or as close as possible to it. Single name entries, no team entries
permitted.

See SMBC Dress Code for Social Play for dress requirements.
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A minimum of 35 players are required on a playing day before a winning rink prize is
awarded.

12. Social Play — Refund Policy
A full refund of green fees, via Rain Check Vouchers, will be provided to players who
have paid their green fees and the game is called off by the Controlling Body
e Prior to the game commencement
e Prior to 5 ends being completed, at the discretion of the Controlling Body”

13. Mufti Jackpot Pairs — Friday (Open Gender Day)
Eligibility: Open to registered bowlers or social members of Club Kirrawee. Players
may nominate as pairs or single entries. 2 — 4 — 2 bowl format will be used. No dead
ends, jack to be re-spotted on the 2 metre mark or as close as possible to it. If at the
end of the time period allocated, scores are tied, skips are to flip a coin to decide a
margin of 1. Highest and lowest winning margins are entered into the random number
selector and winning margin drawn first, followed by the losing margin. Equal
amounts from playing fees go into the winning and losing jackpot pools.

Dress: Tidy casual clothing and bowls shoes.

14. Other Special Social Events (Including but not limited to Skins, Ham Day, etc.)
Conditions of Play will be as published by the Match Committee immediately prior to
opening date for entries to be received.

The Ham Day is restricted to Bowling Members only.

A Combined Presentation Day will be held for the Men’s and Women’s Bowling
Clubs.

Decisions of the Match Committee will be final.

15. Roll Ups.

¢ All Roll Ups are to be on the rink centreline and in compliance with each Green’s
Noticeboard.

e Casual Roll Ups may be permitted on a green on which an organised competition
match is in progress at the discretion of the Controlling Body.

e Roll Ups prior to a championship event must not be on a rink you are drawn to
play on.

¢ Roll-Ups are not permitted, prior to any event that is played in the Morning.

16. Coaching.
Coaching is permitted on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 1.30 pm (subject to the
Ladies matches having been completed) or by arrangement on a Saturday morning.
A Club Coach must be present for coaching of all new bowlers. Existing bowlers must
wear approved bowling shoes. Coaching is not permitted on a green where organised
match(es) are in progress. Bowling members may bring a friend or relative for a roll
up to see if they want to learn lawn bowls on a maximum of two occasions. If the non
bowler wishes to continue, they must then be assessed and provided with necessary
coaching by a Club Coach who will indicate when they are ready to join the Club as a
Bowling Member and begin playing socially.

17. The Controlling Body:
For all SMBC events, the Controlling Body will be the Chairman of the Match
Committee. In order, this will be: President, or if absent, Senior Vice President, if
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absent, Secretary, if absent, Bowls Secretary, if absent, Assistant Bowls Secretary. If
all previously mentioned absent, Chairman of Selectors/Selector of the Day.

18. Definitions
Association = Bowls NSW

Bowling Season = Commences 1%t July and concludes 30" June each year.

Controlling Body = Controlling Body of the State, Region or Club where authority is
delegated by the State Match Committee for the conduct of Association events

SMBC = Sutherland Men’s Bowling Club
SBC = Sutherland Bowling Club
SWBC = Sutherland Women’s Bowling Club.

Veteran Bowler = (for Bowls NSW Events) = Bowler who is aged 60 years or over at
the commencement of the competition

Smart Casual Dress =Tidy attire, no torn or dirty jeans, shorts or slacks, shirts must
have a collar, bowling shoes must be worn.
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