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Sutherland Bowling Club Celebrates 75 Years of Community, Camaraderie and Local History

Sutherland Bowling Club has proudly marked its 75th anniversary, celebrating a legacy that began
in 1950 with a tin shed, a handful of determined locals, and a vision to create a gathering place for
the growing Sutherland community.

Men'’s Club President Tony Talbot welcomed current and former members, dignitaries, and guests
to the milestone event, acknowledging the generations of volunteers, leaders, and everyday
bowlers who shaped the club’s identity.

“Today we honour the people who built this club with their hands, their humour and their hearts,”
Mr Talbot said. “Seventy-five years on, Sutherland Bowling Club remains a place of friendship,
service and community spirit.”

A Journey from Fibro-Era Sutherland to Today

The celebration included a nostalgic look back at life in 1950 — a time of backyard cricket, milk
deliveries, and fibro cottages — setting the scene for the club’s formation. Early pioneers such as
Charles Kirk, Frank McNeill, Tim Donohue and Eddie Robinson were instrumental in securing land
on Oak Road, where a former fruit-orchard shed became the first clubhouse.

From these humble beginnings, the club expanded rapidly alongside the Shire’s population boom.
Key milestones include:



e 1953: Formation of the Ladies Bowling Club
e 1956: Construction of a new clubhouse with dance floor
e 1957: Funding secured for a third green

e 1959: Official opening of the new clubhouse by Royal NSW Bowling Association President
Tom Shakespeare

e 1978-1981: Major property acquisitions and clubhouse renovations
e 1988: Introduction of the Monster Meat Market Raffle and structural reorganisation
Honouring the People Behind the Club

The event recognised past presidents, life members, and long-serving volunteers, including Patron
Bob Wood, and Life Members David Bain, David Beames, Kevin Hutchinson, Peter Wren and
Dennis Jowett.

A highlight of the celebration was a silent film compiled from decades of club photographs,
digitised by member Chris Hammond. The presentation allowed attendees to reminisce as images
of former members and historic events played throughout the afternoon.

A Legacy of Mateship and Service

Mr Talbot closed the event with a reflection from club historian John Perry, whose 1990 history
captured the club’s enduring spirit:

“We reflect on the events past, and are reminded of those who have gone before, shaping our
destiny for the future... Let the members be ever mindful of the loyalty they owe to the Club and
their duty to forward the interests of this great game.”

About Sutherland Bowling Club

Established in 1950, Sutherland Bowling Club has been a cornerstone of community life for
three-quarters of a century. The club continues to support competitive bowls, social events, and
local partnerships, while fostering a welcoming environment for members of all ages.

Men and Women interested in learning lawn bowls for free should contact Ph. 02 95213344
Option 2 and leave your name and contact details 24 hours/day or send an email to
sutherlandmensbc@gmail.com
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